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The  Division  of  Fisheries  and  WildUfe  is  an  agency  of  the 
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Secretary,  Washington,  DC   20240. 
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INTRODUCTION 


D 


espite  the  fact 
that  Massachusetts  is  a 
small  state,  its  unique 
geologic  history  has 
provided  it  with  more 
than  10,000  miles  of 
flowing  water  systems 
ranging  from  the  trick- 
ling, ice-cold  streams 
of  the  Berkshire  Moun- 
tains to  the  mighty 
Connecticut  and  Mer- 
rimack Rivers.  Inter- 
spersed among  these 
are  more  than  2,800 
lakes,  ponds  and 
reservoirs  that  include  the  crystalline,  kettle  ponds  of 
Cape  Cod,  hundreds  of  fertile,  warmwater 
impoundments,  and  two  large  reservoirs,  the  Quabbin 
and  Wachusett.  This  vast  assortment  of  aquatic  habitat 
provides  a  haven  for  a  variety  of  both  native  and 
stocked  freshwater  gamefish  -  many  of  which  attain 
trophy  size  -  as  well  as  teeming  multitudes  of  panfish 
and  baitfish.  Combined  with  good  public  access  to  our 
waters,  innovative  fisheries  management  and  a  modern 
fish  culture  program  that  results  in  the  stocking  of  more 
than  800,000  gamefish  each  year,  the  Bay  State's 
freshwater  fish  resources  -  in  terms  of  number,  size  and 
variety  of  fish  available  -  are  among  the  best  in  the 
nation!  From  the  novice  worm  dunker  to  the  skilled  fly- 
fisher,  anglers  will  find  the  excitement  they're  looking 
for  in  the  freshwaters  of  Massachusetts. 


This  booklet  is  designed  to  provide  anglers  with  a 
quick  reference  on  where  to  find  the  best  fishing  in  the 
state  based  on  waters  which  are  stocked,  as  well  as 
those  waters  which  have  consistently  produced  lunker 
bass  and  pickerel  according  to  the  records  of  the 
Massachusetts  Freshwater  Sportfishing  Awards  Program. 


The  Massachusetts  Division  of  Fisheries  and  WildHfe 
offers  a  variety  of  more  detailed  information  in  pamphlet 
form  on  specific  fish  and  fisheries  management 
programs,  and  also  produces  fishing  maps  that  show 
bottom  contours  and  cover  the  most  recent  fisheries  ' 
survey  data,  public  access  and  other  pertinent 
information  on  approximately  300  lakes  and  ponds  in 
the  state.  To  find  out  how  to  order  these  and  other 
MDFW  publications,  send  a  self-addressed,  stamped 
envelope  to: 

Publications  List 

Mass.  Div.  Fisheries  &  Wildlife 

Field  Headquarters 

Westboro,  MA  01581 

Also  of  interest  to  anglers,  "Public  Access  to  the 
Waters  of  Massachusetts"  is  a  150  page  guide  to  the  state 
access  sites  in  the  Commonwealth.  Included  is  a 
description  of  the  type,  size  and  condition  of  each  site, 
what  class  of  boats  the  sites  serve,  the  number  of 
parking  spaces  available  at  each  facility,  and  a  road  map 
and  directions  for  finding  each  site.  To  order  a  copy 
send  a  $3.00  check  or  money  order  to: 

Public  Access  Board 

100  Nashua  Street  -  Room  915 

Boston,  MA  02114 


GOOD  LUCK  FISHING !!! 


LICENSES  AND  REGULATIONS 


All  fishermen  15  years  of  age  or  over  are  required  to 
purchase  a  Massachusetts  fishing  or  sporting 
license  and  display  it  while  engaged  in  their  sport. 
Licenses  may  be  obtained  at  all  town  halls  and  selected 
sporting  goods  stores.  Due  to  the  fact  that  fishing 
seasons,  minimum  size  requirements,  daily  limits  and 
other  fishing  regulations  may  change  from  year  to  year, 
they  are  not  included  in  this  publication.  However,  a 
copy  of  the  Abstracts  of  the  Fish  &  Wildlife  Laws  is 
issued  with  every  license.  Consult  your  "Abstracts" 
before  you  go  fishing  to  be  sure  that  you  understand 
and  will  comply  with  all  the  regulations 
pertinent  to  the  sport.  Beyond  that, 
always  keep  in  mind  that  fishing  is  a 
sport,  with  both  written  and  unwritten 
rules,  and  that  every  angler,  male  or 
female,  young  or  old,  is  a  sportsman.  To 
conserve  our  fisheries  resources  and 
ensure  that  fishing  will  remain  enjoyable 
to  all,  always  maintain  the  highest  ethical, 
safety  and  behavioral  standards  that  go 
with  the  title. 


Despite  the  abundance  of  water  bodies 
and  the  diversity  of  wild  and  hatchery- 
produced  fish  species  available  to  the 
angler,  the  real  and  potential  demands 
placed  on  these  resources  are  or  can  be  extremely  high, 
particularly  for  the  less  abundant  gamefish  such  as  bass, 
trout  and  pike.  Each  year  Massachusetts  inland  waters 
support  an  estimated  seven  to  nine  million  angler  trips  - 
twice  the  national  average  per  acre  fishing  pressure. 
About  80  percent  of  this  angling  effort  is  directed  at 
gamefish.  Fishing  regulations  are  enforceable  guidelines 
imposed  to  assure  the  attainment  of  public  benefits. 
Existing  regulations  governing  daily  creel  limits  and 
minimum  size  requirements  are  designed  to  maintain  the 
reproductive  capabilities  of  wild  fish  populations  as  well 
as  to  assure  and  perpetuate  the  optimal  use  of  our  game 
fisheries. 


In  the  face  of  high  harvest  rates,  present  regulations 
cannot  maintain  the  density  of  the  larger  "quality"  sized 
gamefish  that  many  water  bodies  are  capable  of 
supporting  -  and  which  most  anglers  prefer  to  catch.  If, 
for  example,  a  high  percentage  of  the  12  inch  (minimum 
legal  size)  bass  in  a  lake  or  pond  are  harvested  as  soon 
as  they  attain  that  length,  few  will  remain  that  can  grow 
into  larger  bass  -  even  if  the  water  could  support  many 
of  them.  Because  of  the  high  fishing  pressure  in 
Massachusetts,  excessive  harvest  rates  are  not  necessarily 
the  result  of  many  anglers  keeping  their  maximum  daily 
creel  limits,  but  rather  numerous  anglers  keeping  one, 
two  or  three  fish  which  just  meet  statewide  minimum 
length  requirements. 

In  view  of  this  situation,  at  some  point  in  the  near 
future  special  minimum  length  requirements  may  be 
imposed  on  certain  individual,  heavily  fished  bodies  of 
water  in  the  state.  Such  "water  specific"  regulations  will 
be  designed  to  foster  and  maintain  higher  densities  of 
larger  gamefish  in  waters  capable  of  sustaining  them. 


Because  the  Division  of  Fisheries  &  Wildlife  will 
never  be  able  to  intensively  manage  every  individual 
body  of  water  with  specific  regulations,  the  choice  of 
whether  or  not  to  harvest  a  legal  sized  gamefish  -  and 
thereby  impact  the  future  quality  of  the  fishery  for 
yourself  and  others  sharing  that  water  -  is  a  decision  that 
each  angler  must  wrestle  with  himself.  If  you  consider 
your  immediate  needs  and  future  desires  -  as  well  as 
those  of  other  anglers  faced  with  the  same  decisions  - 
your  choice  will  undoubtedly  be  the  correct  one. 
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EDUCATIONAL  PROGRAMS 


More  than  60  million  Americans  go  fishing  every 
year.  The  sport  is  a  healthy,  inexpensive,  life- 
long activity  enjoyed  by  people  of  all  age,  social  and 
economic  classes.  Learning  the  sport  has  traditionally 
been  a  family  matter,  but  not  every  family  has  a  mentor 
to  pass  along  the  skills  and  joys  of  fishing.  For  those 
who  have  never  gone  fishing  and  never  known  the 
excitement  of  catching  a  fish  -  as  well  as  those  who  are 
hesitant  to  take  the  kids  because  they  don't  know  how 
or  where  to  go  -  the  Aquatic  Resource  Education 
Program  is  just  the  ticket.  Taught  by  experienced,  well- 
trained,  local  fishermen  who  have  earned  their  titles  as 
Master  Instructors,  dozens  of  free  "fishing  clinics"  are 
presented  all  across  the  state  each  year.  Virtually 
everything  related  to  fishing  is  covered,  there's  plenty  of 
hands-on  practice  and  instruction,  and  all  gear  is 
provided  free  of  charge.  For  a  list  of  free  fishing  clinics 
scheduled  in  your  area  and  further  information  on  how 
to  get  involved  as  either  a  student  or  an  instructor, 
please  contact:  Aquatic  Resource  Education  Program, 
Mass.  Div.  Fisheries  &  Wildlife/Field  Headquarters, 
Westboro,  MA  01581. 

We  also  need  to  educate  our  children  about  the 
outdoor  environment  and  help  them  understand  our 
responsibilities  to  all  living  things.  Recognizing  this 
need,  the  Massachusetts  Division  of  Fisheries  and 
Wildlife,  in  conjunction  with  the  Massachusetts  Audubon 
Society,  sponsors  Project  WILD  and  Aquatic  Project 
WILD;  programs  of  interdisciplinary  environmental 
education  activities  for  students  in  grades  K-12.  The 
goal  of  these  programs  is  to  develop  awareness,  skills 
and  commitment  which  will  result  in  informed  decisions, 
responsible  behavior,  and  constructive  actions  for 
wildlife  and  the  environment  upon  which  all  life 
depends.  We  urge  all  teachers  and  educators  to  find  out 
about  Project  WILD  by  getting  involved  with  training  and 
facilitator  workshops  which  are  offered  throughout  the 
state.  For  more  information  and  a  free  sampler  of  WILD 
activites,  write: 

Project  WILD 

Mass.  Div.  Fisheries  &  Wildlife/Field  Headquarters 

Westboro,  MA  01581 


SPORTFISHING  AWARDS  PROGRAM 


The  Massachusetts  Division  of  Fisheries  and  Wildlife 
issues  sportfishing  award  pins  to  anglers  who 
catch  and  report  trophy  freshwater  fish  in  any  of  20 
different  categories.  The  largest  fish  in  each  category 
each  year  earns  the  angler  a  special  gold  pin  and 
plaque.  To  be  eligible  for  an  award,  fishermen  must 
conform  to  all  the  rules  of  the  program  and  catch  a  fish 
which  meets  or  exceeds  the  minimum  weight 
requirements  listed  below.  To  obtain  a  list  of  authorized 
weighing  stations  and  more  detailed  information  about 
the  program,  send  a  self-addressed,  stamped,  business- 
size  envelope  to: 

Sportfishing  Awards  Program 

Mass.  Div.  Fisheries  &  Wildlife 

Field  Headquarters 

Westboro,  MA  01581 


MINIMUM  WEIGHTS 


Bass,  Largemouth 7  lbs.  8  ozs. 

Bass,  Smallmouth 4  lbs.  8  ozs. 

Northern  Pike 15  lbs. 

Tiger  Muskie 10  lbs. 

Chain  Pickerel 4  lbs.  8  ozs. 

Trout,  Brook 2  lbs. 

Trout,  Brown 6  lbs. 

Trout,  Rainbow 4  lbs. 

Trout,  Lake 7  lbs 

Landlocked  Salmon 5  lbs. 

Catfish,  Channel 6  lbs. 

Catfish,  White 4  lbs. 

Bullhead 1  lb.  12  oz. 

Perch,  White 1  lb.  8  oz. 

Perch,  Yellow 1  lb.  8  oz. 

Crappie/Calico  Bass 2  lbs. 

Sunfish 1  lb 

Shad 71bs. 

Walleye 5  lbs.. 

Carp 15  lbs. 


Program  Rules 


1 .  Fish  must  be  caught  on  rod,  reel  and  line  or  legal  ice 
tackle. 

2.  Fish  must  be  hooked  through  the  mouth  during  legal 
open  season  from  waters  open  to  the  general  public 
at  the  time  of  the  catch. 

3.  Fish  must  be  caught  from  waters  where  adult 
fishermen  are  required  by  law  to  possess  a  valid 
Massachusetts  fishing  or  sporting  license.   Fish  taken 
from  interstate  waters  where  the  other  state  has 
jurisdiction  are  not  eligible  for  awards. 

4.  Fish  must  be  weighed  at  an  authorized  check  station 
on  a  scale  certified  within  the  previous  12  months, 
and  personnel  at  the  station  must  witness  the 
weighing  and  measuring  of  the  fish. 

5.  A  clear,  side-view,  close-up  photograph  of  the  fish 
must  be  included  with  all  affidavits.   An  additional 
photo  of  the  tail  is  required  for  all  catfish  and 
bullhead  entries.   All  photos  become  the  property  of 
the  Division  of  Fisheries  &  Wildlife. 

6.  Completed  affidavits  and  required  photos  must  be 
received  at  MDFW  Field  Headquarters  within  30  days 
of  the  date  of  the  catch. 


MASSACHUSETTS  TROUT 


enowned  for  their 
beauty,  wariness,  figh- 
ting abilities  and  unsurpassed 
flavor,  trout  have  long  been 
the  Bay  State  fishermen's 
favorite  fish.  Four  species  are 
represented  in  the  state's  fisheries:  brook  trout,  brown 
trout,  rainbow  trout  and  lake  trout.  The  majority  of  the 
state's  rivers,  ponds  and  impoundments  become  too 
warm  during  the  summer  to  support  year  round 
populations,  but  thanks  to  the  production  of  more  than 
750,000  trout  each  year  at  the  Division  of  Fisheries  and 
Wildlife's  hatcheries,  many  of  the  major  waters  open  to 
the  public  receive  one  or  more  loads  of  stocked  trout 
every  spring,  and  many  lakes  and  ponds  are  stocked 
again  in  the  fall.  This  "put  and  take"  fishery  provides 
trout  anglers  with  plenty  of  action,  enhanced  by  the  fact 
that  many  of  the  stocked  fish  are  more  than  12  inches  in 
length. 

Stocked  brookies  and  rainbows  rarely  survive  or 
"carry  over"  to  the  next  season,  but  brown  trout,  more 
tolerant  of  higher  temperatures  and  generally  longer 
lived  than  their  cousins,  sometimes  live  for  years  - 
particularly  in  the  deeper,  coldwater  lakes  and 
impoundments  -  and  may  attain  weights  of  10  pounds  or 
more. 

There  are  some  reproducing  populations  of  trout  in 
the  state  which  are  not  dependent  on  continual  influxes 
of  stocked  fish.  While  rainbow  and  brown  trout  -  both 
introduced  species  -  reproduce  in  only  a  limited  number 
of  our  river  systems,  brook  trout  -  which  are  a  native 
species  -  thrive  in  hundreds  of  streams  throughout  the 
state.  These  native  stocks  seldom  attain  lengths  of  10 
inches  and  most  are  much  smaller,  but  they  are  avidly 
pursued  by  fishermen  who  covet  pristine  surroundings 
more  than  big  fish. 
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Lake  trout  were  introduced  into  the  Quabbin  and 
Wachusett  Reservoirs  many  years  ago,  and  self-sustaining 
populations  are  now  present  in  both  of  these  waters. 
Our  largest  trout,  they  sometimes  exceed  weights  of  20 
pounds,  and  have  attracted  a  considerable  following  of 
specialized  anglers. 

Landlocked  salmon,  judged  by  some  to  be  the  best 
fighting  fish  in  freshwater,  are  closely  related  to  the  trout, 
and  certainly  deserve  mention  here.  They  are  stocked  in 
both  the  Quabbin  and  Wachusett  Reservoirs,  and  like  the 
lakers  are  unlikely  to  thrive  elsewhere  in  the  state.  They 
commonly  reach  weights  up  to  four  pounds,  though 
larger  fish  are  occasionally  boated. 

Fishing  methods  for  trout  vary  greatly.  Trolling  with 
spinners,  spoons  and  streamers  takes  all  varieties,  while 
shore  fishermen  rely  primarily  on  spinning  lures  and  a 
variety  of  drifted  or  still-fished  baits  (including  worms, 
shiners,  and  even  marshmallows).  Fly  fishermen  using 
nymphs,  dry  flies  and  streamers  account  for  thousands  of 
trout  catches  every  year.  All  trout  fishermen  should  be 
aware  of  the  "Tags  'n'  Trout"  program.  Administrated  by 
the  Division  of  Fisheries  and  Wildlife  and  sponsored  by 
local  merchants,  hundreds  of  stocked  trout  are  fitted  with 
special  "spagetti"  tags  marked  "Tags  'N'  Trout"  every 
spring,  and  each  is  redeemable  for  a  prize  worth  a 
minimum  of  $20  —  and  sometimes  much  more.  If  you 
catch  such  a  fish,  clip  off  the  tag  and  call  Field 
Headquarters  at  508-366-4479  to  find  out  where  to 
redeem  the  tag  for  a  prize. 


MASSACHUSETTS  STOCKED 
TROUT  WATERS 

All  of  the  following  waters  are  stocked  with  trout  every 
spring.  Those  in  bold  type  are  also  generally  stocked  in 
the  fall. 


BARNSTABLE  COUNTY 


BARNSTABLE 


BREWSTER 

CHATHAM 
DENNIS 
EASTHAM 
FALMOUTH 

MASHPEE 

ORLEANS 
SANDWICH 

TRURO 
WELLFLEET 


Hathaway  Pond,  Schubael  Pond,  Santuit 

River,  Marstons  Mill  River,  Lovell's  Pond, 

Bridge  Creek,  Hamblin  Pond 

Cliff  Pond,  Flax  Pond,  Sheep  Pond, 

Higgins  Pond,  Stony  Brook,  Little  Cliff  Pond 

Goose  Pond,  Schoolhouse  Pond 

Scargo  Lake 

Herring  Pond 

Ashumet  Pond,  Coonamesset  River,  Mares 

Pond,  Grews  Pond,  Deep  Pond 

Johns  Pond,  Mashpee  River,  Mashpee- 

Wakeby  Pond,  Quashnet  River,  Child's  River 

Crystal  Lake,  Baker  Pond 

Mill  Creek,  Spectacle  Pond,  Peters  Pond, 

Scorton  Creek,  Hoxie  Pond,  Pimlico  Pond 

Great  Pond,  Pamet  River 

Gull  Pond 


BERKSHIRE  COUNTY 


ADAMS 

ALFORD 

BECKET 

CHESHIRE 

CLARKSBURG 
DALTON 

EGREMONT 

FLORIDA 

G.  BARRINGTON 

HANCOCK 
HINSDALE 

LANESBORO 
LEE 


LENOX 

LITTLEVILLE 

MONTEREY 

NEW  MARLBORO 

NORTH  ADAMS 
OTIS 


Hoosic  River  (S.  Branch),  Tophet  Brook 

Seekonk  Brook,  Green  River 

Greenwater  Pond,  Yokum  Brook,  Westfield 

River  (W.  Branch),  Walker  Brook 

Hoosic  River  (S.  Branch),  Dry  Brook,  Kitchen 

Brook,  South  Brook 

Hoosic  River  (N.  Branch),  Hudson  Brook 

Sackett  Brook,  Housatonic  River  (E.  Branch), 

Wahconah  Falls  Brook 

Green  River,  Hubbard  Brook 

Deerfield  River,  North  Pond,  Cold  River 

Green  River,  West  Brook,  Williams 

River,  Mansfield  Lake 

Kinderhook  Creek,  Berry  Pond 

Bennett  Brook,  Housatonic  River  (E.  Branch), 

Plunkett  Reservoir 

Town  Brook,  Securn  Brook 

Beartowrl  Brook  (W.  Branch),  Goose  Pond, 

Hop  Brook,  Greenwater  Brook,  Laurel  Lake, 

Washington  Mountain  Brook 

Yokum  Brook,  Laurel  Lake 

Littleville  Reservoir 

Lake  Buel,  Lake  Garfield,  Rawson  Brook, 

Konkapot  River 

Konkapot  River,  Umpachene  Brook,  York 

Pond 

Notch  Brook,  Windsor  Lake 

Farmington  River,  Otis  Reservoir,  Little 

Benton  Pond,  Big  Benton  Pond 
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PERU 
PITTSFIELD 


RICHMOND 

SANDISFIELD 

SAVOY 

SHEFFIELD 

STOCKBRIDGE 

TYRINGHAM 
WASHINGTON 
W.  STOCKBRIDGE 
WILLIAMSTOWN 

WINDSOR 


Trout  Brook 

Daniels  Brook,  Housatonic  River  (SW 

Branch),  Lulu  Cascade  Brook,  Sackett  Bk., 

Smith  Brook,  Onota  Lake,  Lake  Pontoosuc 

Cone  Bk.,  Furnace  Brook,  Richmond  Pond 

Buck  River,  Clam  River,  Farmington  River 

Chickley  River,  Cold  River,  Westfield  River 

(E.  Branch),  Center  Brook 

Hubbard  Bk.,  Ironworks  Bk.,  Konkapot 

River 

Larrywaug  Brook,  Stockbridge  Bowl, 

Konkapot  Brook 

Hop  Bk.,  Goose  Pond  Brook,  Goose  Pond 

Depot  Brook 

Williams  River,  Cone  Brook 

Broad  Brook,  Hemlock  Brook,  Green  River 

(W.  Branch),  Green  River,  Roaring  Brook 

Westfield  River  (E.  Branch),  Windsor  Jambs 

Brook,  Windsor  Pond,  Windsor  Brook, 

Westfield  Brook 


BRISTOL  COUNTY 


ACUSHNET 

ATTLEBORO 

DARTMOUTH 

DIGHTON 

FREETOWN 

MANSFIELD 

N.  ATTLEBORO 

REHOBOTH 

SWANSEA 

TAUNTON 

WESTPORT 


Acushnet  River 

Bungay  River 

Shingle  Island  River 

Segregansett  River 

Rattlesnake  Brook 

Wading  River,  Canoe  River,  Fulton  Pond 

Bungay  River,  Falls  Pond  (Lower  Reservoir) 

Palmer  River,  Rocky  Run  Brook 

Coles  River,  Lewin  Brook 

Segregansett  River,  Cain  Pond 

Westport  River  (E.  Branch),  Bread  and 

Cheese  Brooks 


DUKES  COUNTY 

CHILMARK  Mill  Brook 

WEST  TISBURY        Mill  Brook,  Seths  Pond 

ESSEX  COUNTY 

AMESBURY  Powow  River,  Back  River 

ANDOVER  Shawsheen  River 

BOXFORD  Fish  Brook,  Pye  Brook,  Stiles  Pond,  Parker 

River,  Baldpate  Pond 
DANVERS  Ipswich  River 

ESSEX  Alewife  Br.,  Shawsheen  River,  Ipswich  River 
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GEORGETOWN 

GLOUCESTER 
GROVELAND 
HAMILTON 
HAVERHILL 


IPSWICH 

LYNN 

LYNNFIELD 

MANCHESTER 

METHUEN 

MIDDLETON 

NEWBURY 

N.  ANDOVER 

PEABODY 

ROWLEY 

SALISBURY 

TOPSFIELD 

WENHAM 


Pentucket  Pond,  Parker  River,  Penn  Brook, 

Rock  Pond 

Cape  Ann  Club  Pond 

Parker  River 

Ipswich  River 

Little  River,  Saltonstall  (Plug)  Pond,  East 

Meadow  Brook,  Lake  Pentucket,  Millvale 

Reservoir 

Bull  Brook,  Dows  Brook,  Ipswich  River 

Sluice  Pond 

Ipswich  River 

Cat  Brook,  Sawmill  Brook 

Bartlett  Brook,  Forest  Lake,  Spickett  River 

Ipswich  River,  Boston  Brook 

Parker  River,  Mill  River 

Mosquito  Brook,  Berry  Pond,  Boston  Brook 

Ipswich  River 

Batchelder  Brook,  Mill  River 

Small  Pox  Brook,  Back  River 

Howlett  Brook,  Ipswich  River,  Pye  Brook 

Idle  wood  Lake,  Pleasant  Pond 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY 


ASHFIELD 

BERNARDSTON 

BUCKLAND 

CHARLEMONT 

COLRAIN 
CONWAY 

DEERFIELD 

ERVING 

GILL 

GREENFIELD 

HAWLEY 

HEATH 

LEVERETT 
LEYDEN 
MONROE 
MONTAGUE 

NEW  SALEM 
NORTHFIELD 

ORANGE 


Ashfield  Pond,  Clesson  Brook  (Upper 

Branch),  South  River,  Swift  River 

Dry  Brook,  Falls  River,  Shattuck  Brook 

Clesson  Brook,  Deerfield  River 

Avery  Brook,  Chickley  River,  Maxwell  Brook, 

Pelham  Bk.,  Deerfield  River,  Cold  River 

N.  River,  N.  River  (W.  Branch),  Green  River 

Bear  River,  Deerfield  River,  Mill  River, 

Poland  Brook,  South  River 

Deerfield  River,  Mill  River 

Keyup  Brook,  Laurel  Lake,  Millers  River 

Dry  Brook 

Allen  Brook,  Green  River,  Mill  Brook 

Chickley  River,  Mill  Brook 

Avery  Brook,  Mill  Brook,  North  Brook 

(W.  Branch) 

Doolittle  Bk.,  Roaring  Bk.,  Sawmill  River 

Green  River,  Shattuck  Brook 

Dunbar  Brook 

Goddard  Brook,  Sawmill  River,  West  Pond, 

Millers  River 

Swift  River  (Middle  Branch) 

Fourmile  Brook,  Mill  Brook,  Roaring  Brook, 

Pauchaug  Brook 

TuUy  Brook  (W.  Branch),  West  Bk.,  Moss  Bk., 

Lake  Mattawa,  Orcutt  Bk.,  Millers  River 
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ROWE 

SHELBURNE 

SHUTESBURY 

SUNDERLAND 

WARWICK 

WENDELL 
WHATELY 


Pelham  Brook 

Deerfield  River,  Dragon  Brook 

Roaring  Brook,  Swift  River,  Swift  River  (W. 

Branch),  Adams  Bk.,  Lake  Wyola,  Dean  Bk. 

Dug  Brook,  Russellville  Brook,  Cranberry 

Pond,  Mohawk  Brook 

Tully  Brook,  Moss  Brook,  Moore  Pond,  Mill 

Brook,  Orcutt  Brook,  Sheomet  Pond, 

Laurel  Lake 

Lyons  Brook,  Mormon  Hollow  Brook, 

Osgood  Brook,  Millers  River 

West  Brook,  Mill  River 


HAMPDEN  COUNTY 


BLANDFORD 
BRIMFIELD 


CHESTER 

CHICOPEE 

E.  LONGMEADOW 

GRANVILLE 

HAMPDEN 

HOLLAND 

HOLYOKE 

LUDLOW 

MONSON 

PALMER 

RUSSELL 

SOUTHWICK 

SPRINGFIELD 

WESTFIELD 

WALES 
WILBRAHAM 


Stage  Brook,  Potash  Brook 

East  Brook,  Little  Alum  Pond,  Mill  Brook, 

Quinebaug  River,  Fosgett  Mill  Brook,  Hollow 

Brook,  Dean  Pond,  Dearth  Hill  Pond, 

Woodman  Pond,  Quaboag  River 

Kinne  Brook,  Walker  Brook,  Westfield  River 

(Middle  Branch),  Westfield  River  (W.  Branch), 

Sanderson  Brook 

Chicopee  Reservoir,  Fuller  Brook 

Mill  River  (S.  Branch) 

Hubbard  River 

Scantic  River 

Stevens  Brook,  Holland  Pond,  Hamilton 

Reservoir,  Quinebaug  River 

Broad  Brook 

Broad  Brook,  Higher  Brook,  Chapin  Pond 

Chicopee  Bk.,  Conant  Bk.,  Quaboag  River 

Quaboag  River,  Forest  Lake,  Swift  River 

Russell  (Hazzard)  Pond,  Stage  Brook,  Potash 

Brook,  Westfield  River 

Munn  Brook,  Great  Brook,  Congamond 

Lakes  (North  Pond,  Middle  Pond) 

Mill  River  (N.  Branch),  Mill  River  (S.  Branch), 

Five  Mile  Pond,  Lake  Lorraine,  Watershops 

Pond,  Loon  Pond 

Great  Bk.,  Hampton  Pond,  Manhan  River, 

Munn  Bk.,  Powder  Mill  Bk.,  Westfield  River 

Wales  Brook 

Mill  River  (N.  Branch) 


HAMPSHIRE  COUNTY 


AMHERST 


Adams  Brook,  Fort  River,  Mill  River,  Cushman 
Brook,  Factory  Hollow  Pond 
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BELCHERTOWN 


CHESTERFIELD 
CUMMINGTON 

EASTHAMPTON 


GOSHEN 
GRANBY 
HADLEY 

HATFIELD 
HUNTINGTON 


MIDDLEFIELD 


NORTHAMPTON 

PELHAM 

PLAINFIELD 

S.  HADLEY 

SOUTHAMPTON 

WARE 

WESTHAMPTON 
WILLIAMSBURG 

WORTHINGTON 


Broad  Brook,  Jabish  Brook,  Scarboro  Brook, 

Metacomet  Lake,  Swift  River,  Quabbin 

Reservoir 

Westfield  River  (E.  Branch),  West  Branch  Bk. 

Westfield  River  (E.  Branch),  Swift  River 

(N.  Branch) 

Broad  Brook,  Hannums  Brook,  Basset  Brook, 

Manhan  River,  Manhan  River  (N.  Branch), 

Nashawannuck  Pond 

Swift  River,  Upper  Highland  Lake 

Bachelor  Brook 

Harts  Brook,  Russellville  Brook,  Fort  River, 

Mill  River 

Mill  River 

Westfield  River  (E.  Branch),  Little  River, 

Littleville  Reservoir,  Westfield  River  (W. 

Branch),  Westfield  River  (Middle  Branch), 

Norwich  Pond 

Factory  Brook,  Westfield  River  (Middle 

Branch),  Westfield  River  (W.  Branch), 

Glendale  Brook 

Parsons  Brook,  Mill  River,  Bassett  Brook 

Amethyst  Brook 

Mill  Brook 

Bachelor  Brook 

Manhan  River 

Flat  Brook,  Muddy  Brook,  Swift  River, 

Peppermill  Pond 

Manhan  River  (N.  Branch) 

Mill  River,  Bradford  Brook,  Mill  River  (W. 

Branch) 

Westfield  River  (Middle  Branch),  Little  River, 

Bronson  Brook,  West  Branch  Brook 


MIDDLESEX  COUNTY 


ACTON 
ASHBY 

ASHLAND 

AYER 

BEDFORD 

BILLERICA 

BOXBORO 

BROOKLINE 

CARLISLE 

CHELMSFORD 

CONCORD 

DRACUT 


Nashoba  Brook,  Fort  Pond  Brook 

Locke  Brook,  Willard  Brook,  Trap  Fall  Brook, 

Souhegan  River  (S.  Branch) 

Sudbury  River,  Ashland  Reservoir 

Bennett  Brook,  Sandy  Pond 

Elm  Brook 

Content  Brook,  Shawsheen  River 

Beaver  Brook,  Guggins  Brook 

Brookline  Reservoir 

River  Meadow  Brook 

River  Meadow  Brook,  Deep  Brook,  Stony 

Brook,  Crooked  Springs  Brook 

Mill  Bk.,  Walden  Pond,  Elm  Bk.,  Whites 

Pond 

Richardson  Brook,  Beaver  Brook 
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DUNSTABLE 

FRAMINGHAM 

GROTON 


HOLLISTON 
HOPKINTON 

HUDSON 

LEXINGTON 

LITTLETON 

NATICK 

N.  READING 

PEPPERELL 

READING 
SHIRLEY 

STOW 
SUDBURY 
TEWKSBURY 
TOWNSEND 

TYNGSBORO 
WESTFORD 

WESTON 
WILMINGTON 

WOBURN 


Unkety  Bk.,  Salmon  Bk.,  Lake  Massapoag 

Lake  Cochituate 

Cow  Pond  Brook,  Martins  Pond  Brook, 

Baddacook  Pond,  Unkety  Brook,  Knops 

Pond,  Squannacook  River,  Squannacook  Rod 

and  Gun  Club  Pond 

Boggastow  Brook 

Sudbury  River,  Hopkinton  Reservoir, 

Whitehall  Brook,  Whitehall  Reservoir 

Hog  Brook,  Danforth  Brook 

Lexington  Reservoir 

Beaver  Brook,  Bennett  Brook 

Charles  River,  Dug  Pond,  Lake  Cochituate 

Ipswich  River 

Gulf  Brook,  Sucker  Brook,  Nissitissit  River, 

Unkety  Brook,  Reedy  Meadow  Brook 

Ipswich  River 

Bow  Brook,  Catacoonamug  Brook,  Mulpus 

Brook,  Pumpkin  Brook,  Squannacook  River 

Assabet  Brook 

Landham  Brook 

Shawsheen  River,  Strongwater  Brook 

Walker  Brook,  Squannacook  River,  Bixby 

Bk.,  Witch  Brook,  Willard  Bk.,  Mason  Brook 

Bridge  Meadow  Brook 

Long  Sought  for  Pond,  Nashoba  Brook,  Stony 

Brook,  Reedy  Meadow  Brook,  Keyes  Brook 

Stony  Brook,  Cherry  Brook 

Lubber  Brook,  Ipswich  River,  Shawsheen 

River,  Silver  Lake 

Horn  Pond 


NORFOLK  COUNTY 


BELLINGHAM 

CANTON 

DOVER 

FOXBORO 

FRANKLIN 

MEDFIELD 

MEDWAY 

MILLIS 

MILTON 

NORFOLK 

NORWOOD 

PLAINVILLE 

SHARON 

WALPOLE 

WESTWOOD 

WEYMOUTH 

WRENTHAM 


Peters  River,  Stall  Brook 

Ponkapog  Brook,  Massapoag  Brook 

Trout  Brook,  Charles  River 

Wading  River 

Miscoe  Brook,  Uncas  Pond,  Dix  Brook 

Vine  Brook,  Mine  Brook 

Hopping  Brook 

Charles  River 

Pine  Tree  Brook,  Houghton's  Pond 

Charles  River,  Mill  River 

Hawes  Bk.,  Purgatory  Bk.,  Traphole  Bk. 

Ten  Mile  River 

Beaver  Bk.,  Massapoag  Bk.,  Lake  Massapoag 

Mine  Brook 

Buckmaster  Pond 

Whitman  Pond 

Eagle  Brook,  Rabbit  Hill  Brook,  Lake  Pearl 
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PLYMOUTH  COUNTY 


HANOVER 
HANSON 

HINGHAM 

KINGSTON 

MARSHFIELD 

MATTAPOISETT 

PEMBROKE 

PLYMOUTH 


PLYMPTON 
ROCHESTER 
SCITUATE 
WAREHAM 


Third  Herring  Brook 

Shumatuscacant  River,  Indian  Head  River, 

Poor  Meadow  Brook 

Plymouth  River,  Weir  River 

Furnace  Brook,  Jones  River 

South  River 

Mattapoisett  River 

Herring  Brook 

Beaver  Dam  Brook,  Long  Pond,  Town 

Brook,  Little  Pond,  Eel  River,  Fearings 

Pond,  Russell  Pond,  Sawmill  Pond,  Big 

Sandy  Pond,  Fresh  Pond,  Lout  Pond 

Barrows  Brook,  Winnetuxet  River 

Doggett  Brook,  Marys  Pond 

Bound  Brook 

Agawam  River 


SUFFOLK  COUNTY 

BOSTON  Jamaica  Pond  (Permit  necessary  in  addition 

to  fishing  license,  apply  to  Parks  &  Recreation  Dept.,  Rm.  802, 
City  Hall,  Boston,  MA  02201) 

WORCESTER  COUNTY 


ASHBURNHAM 

ATHOL 

BARRE 

BERLIN 

BLACKSTONE 

BOLTON 

BOYLSTON 

BROOKFIELD 

CHARLTON 

CLINTON 

DOUGLAS 

E.  BROOKFIELD 

FITCHBURG 

GARDNER 

GRAFTON 

HARD  WICK 

HARVARD 
HOLDEN 


Phillips  Bk.,  Winnekeag  Lake,  Whitman  River 

Ellinwood  Brook,  West  Brook,  Tully  Brook 

Bell  Bk.,  Ware  River,  Ware  River  (W.  Branch), 

Burnshirt  River,  Canesto  Brook 

North  Brook 

Fox  Brook,  Mill  River 

Great  Brook,  Danforth  Brook 

Wachusett  Reservoir 

Quacumquasit  (South)  Pond 

Little  River,  Little  River  (S.  Fork),  Potter  Brook 

Mossy  Pond,  Lancaster  Mill  Pond,  Wachusett 

Reservoir 

Wallum  Lake,  Centerville  Br.,  Mumford  River 

Sevenmile  River,  Fivemile  River 

Fallulah  Bk.,  Phillips  Bk.,  Wyman  Pond  Bk. 

Kendall  Pond,  Baker  Brook,  Dunn  Pond 

Miscoe  Brook,  West  River,  Cronin  Brook, 

Quinsigamond  River 

Moose  Brook,  Danforth  Brook,  Hardwick 

Pond,  Quabbin  Reservoir,  Ware  River 

Bowers  Brook,  Mirror  Lake 

Asnebumskit  Bk.,  Quinapoxet  Riv.,  Trout  Bk. 
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HUBBARDSTON 


LANCASTER 

LEICESTER 

LUNENBURG 

MENDON 

MILFORD 

MILLBURY 

NEWBRAINTREE 

NORTHBORO 

N.  BROOKFIELD 

NORTHBRIDGE 

OAKHAM 

OXFORD 

PAXTON 

PETERSHAM 

PHILLIPSTON 
PRINCETON 

ROYALSTON 

RUTLAND 

SHREWSBURY 
SOUTHBORO 
SOUTHBRIDGE 
SPENCER 


STERLING 

STURBRIDGE 

SUTTON 
TEMPLETON 
UPTON 
UXBRIDGE 

WARREN 

WEBSTER 

W.  BOYLSTON 

WESTBORO 

W.  BROOKFIELD 

WESTMINSTER 

WINCHENDON 

WORCESTER 


Natty  Pond  Bk.,  Burnshirt  River,  Asnacomet 

Pond,  Canesto  Brook,  Joslin  Brook,  Ware 

River  (W.  Branch  and  E.  Branch) 

Fort  Pond,  Spectacle  Pond 

Town  Meadow  Brook 

Easter  Bk.,  Massapoag  Brook,  Whalom  Lake 

Muddy  Brook,  Mill  River 

Mill  River,  Lake  Louisa 

Singletary  Lake 

Winimusset  Brook,  Meadow  Brook 

Cold  Harbor  Br.,  Howard  Br.,  Stirrup  Brook 

Fivemile  River,  Coys  Brook,  Sucker  Brook 

West  River 

Parker  Brook,  Bell  Brook,  Fivemile  River 

Carbuncle  Pond,  Lowes  Brook,  Little  River 

Caruth  Brook 

Swift  River  (E.  Branch),  Fever  Brook  (W. 

Branch),  Connor's  Pond,  Quabbin  Reservoir 

Beaver  Brook 

South  Wachusett  Bk.,  Ware  River  (E.  Branch), 

East  Wachusett  Brook,  Keyes  Brook 

Lawrence  Bk.,  Tully  Brook  (E.  Branch),  Little 

Pond,  Priest  Brook,  Scott  Brook,  Millers  River 

Ware  River  (E.  Branch),  Demond  Pond, 

Whitehall  Pond,  Long  Pond 

Big  Bummet  Brook,  Lake  Quinsigamond 

Sudbury  River 

McKinstry  Bk.,  Keenan  Br.,  Lebanon  Brook 

Browning  Pond,  Seven  Mile  River,  Turkey 

Hill  Brook,  Sugden  Reservoir,  Cranberry 

River,  Howe  Pond 

East  Wachusett  Brook,  Stillwater  River,  Justice 

Brook,  W.  Waushacum  Pond 

Big  Alum  Pond,  Breakneck  Br.,  Quinebaug 

River,  E.  Brimfield  Reservoir  (Long  Pond) 

Singletary  Lake 

Trout  Brook 

Center  Bk.,  Pratt  Pond,  Warren  Bk.,  W.  River 

Emerson  Brook,  West  River,  Bacon 

(Ironstone)  Brook 

Quaboag  River,  Tufts  Brook 

Webster  Lake 

Quinapoxet  River 

Jackstraw  Brook 

Lamberton  Brook,  Coys  Brook,  Mill  Brook 

Phillips  Bk.,  Burnt  Mill  Pond  Bk.,  Wyman 

Pond  Brook,  Crow  Hill  Pond 

Millers  River,  Tarbell  Brook,  Lake  Dennison, 

Whitney  Pond,  Priest  Brook 

Lake  Quinsigamond,  Coes  Pond 
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BASS  AND  PICKEREL 


Virtually  all  of  the  Bay  State's  ponds,  lakes, 
impoundments  and  slow-moving  rivers  contain 
healthy  populations  of  largemouth  bass  and  chain 
pickerel.  Furthermore,  Massachusetts  produces  many 
lunker-sized  pickerel  and  largemouths:  more  than  a 
hundred  trophy  bass  and  a  similar  number  of  trophy 
pickerel  are  registered  with  the  Sportfishing  Awards 
Program  each  year.  Our  state  record  pickerel,  set  in 
1954  at  9  pounds,  5  ounces,  was  at  one  time  a  world 
record,  and  our  state  record  largemouth,  set  in  1975  at  15 
pounds,  8  ounces,  has  only  been  topped  in  four  other 
states  in  the  nation! 

The  smallmouth  bass,  famous  for  its  aerial 
gymnastics  when  hooked,  is  found  primarily  in  the 
deeper,  clearwater,  rocky-bottomed  lakes  and  reservoirs 
scattered  across  the  state,  and  also  in  some  of  the  rivers. 
Many  trophy  examples  are  taken  from  the  Quabbin  and 
Wachusett  Reservoirs  each  year,  as  well  as  from  several 
of  the  larger  ponds  in  the  southeastern  quadrant  of  the 
state.  The  current  state  record,  set  in  1984,  weighed  7 
pounds,  4  ounces. 

Bass  and  pickerel  are  usually  fished  with  either  live- 
lined  shiners,  crayfish  (particularly  for  smallmouths), 
nightcrawlers  or  a  vast  assortment  of  spining  lures, 
spoons,  jigs,  crankbaits,  plugs  and  pork  rind  attractors. 
Great  sport  may  also  be  enjoyed  -  particulary  during  the 
summer  months  -  by  pursuing  them  with  a  fly  rod  and 
streamers  or  poppers. 


The  following  list  is  far  from  complete,  but  reflects 
the  best  bass  and  pickerel  waters  based  on  the  records 
of   the    Sportfishing 
Awards  Program  and 
pond    survey    data. 
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Anglers  who  limit  themselves  to  these  waters  can  expect 
to  do  well,  but  may  be  overlooking  lightly  fished  smaller 
ponds  that  harbor  many  trophies. 

As  a  matter  of  convenience  the  waters  are  listed  by 
District,  rather  than  by  county  (see  your  "Abstracts  of  the 
Fish  &  Wildlife  Laws"  for  District  boundaries).  As  a 
general  rule,  river  listings  refer  primarily  to  selected 
impoundments  and  slow-moving  sections  of  the  rivers. 
Smallmouths,  however,  often  concentrate  in  the  eddies 
and  deeper  pools  of  fast-moving  sections.  All  of  these 
waters  have  some  form  of  public  access,  and  most  have 
launching  ramps. 


BEST  BETS  FOR 
BASS  AND  PICKEREL 

WESTERN  DISTRICT 

Largemouth  Bass  and  Pickerel  Waters: 

Benedict  Pond,  Monterey 
Cheshire  Reservoir,  Cheshire 
Laurel  Lake,  Lee 
Onota  Lake,  Pittsfield 
Plainfield  Pond,  Richmond 
Pontoosuc  Lake,  Lanesboro 

Smallmouth  Bass  Waters: 

Goose  Pond,  Lee 
Greenwater  Pond,  Becket 
Garfield  Lake,  Monterey 
Farmington  River  (West  Branch) 
Norwich  Lake,  Huntington 

CONNECTICUT  VALLEY  DISTRICT 

Largemouth  Bass  and  Pickerel  Waters: 

Congamond  Lakes,  Southwick 
Connecticut  River 
Cranberry  Lakes,  Sunderland 
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Forest  Lake,  Palmer 
George  Lake,  Wales 
Hampton  Pond,  Westfield 
Metacomet  Pond,  Belchertown 
Oxbow  Pond,  Northampton 
Quabbin  Reservoir,  New  Salem 
Swift  River  (Bondsville  Impoundment) 
Watershops  Pond,  Springfield 

Sfnallmouth  Bass  Waters: 

Connecticut  River 
Deerfield  River 
Mattawa  Lake,  Orange 
Quabbin  Reservoir 
Westfield  River 


CENTRAL  DISTRICT 

Largemouth  Bass  and  Pickerel  Waters: 

A-1  Site,  Westboro 

Bare  Hill  Pond,  Harvard 

Buffumville  Reservoir,  Charlton 

Cedar  Pond,  Sturbridge 

Chauncey  Lake,  Westboro 

Demond  Pond,  Rutland 

Dennison  Lake,  Winchendon 

Dorothy  Pond,  Millbury 

East  Brimfield  Res.,  Sturbridge 

Fort  Pond,  Lancaster 

Hamilton  Reservoir,  Holland 

Hopedale  Pond,  Hopedale 

Little  Alum  Pond,  Brimfield 

Long  Pond,  Rutland 

Manchaug  Pond,  Sutton/Douglas 

Nashua  River 

Quaboag  Pond,  Brimfield 

Quaboag  River 

Quinebaug  River 

Ripple  Lake,  Grafton 

South  Pond,  Brookfield 

Singletary  Lake,  Millbury 

Still  River 

Webster  Lake,  Webster 

Whalom  Lake,  Leominster 
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Whitney  Pond,  Winchendon 
Wickaboag  Pond,  W.  Brookfield 

Smallmouth  Bass  Waters: 

Big  Alum  Pond,  Sturbridge 
Comet  Pond,  Hubbardston 
Manchaug  Pond,  Sutton/Douglas 
Singletary  Lake,  Millbury 
Webster  Lake,  Webster 
Wachusett  Reservoir,  W.  Boylston 

NORTHEAST  DISTRICT 

Largemouth  Bass  and  Pickerel  Waters: 

Althea  Lake,  Tyngsboro 
Assabet  River 
Baddacook  Pond,  Groton 
Boone  Lake,  Stow 
Charles  River 
Chebacco  Lake,  Wenham 
Cutler  Pond,  Needham 
Flint  Pond,  Tyngsboro 
Forge  Pond,  Westford 
Fort  Meadow  Pond,  Hudson 
Ipswich  River 
Jamaica  Pond,  Boston 
Knops  Pond,  Groton 
Massapoag  Lake,  Dunstable 
Massapoag  Pond,  Sharon 
Merrimac  River 
Mirimichi  Lake,  Foxboro 
Pearl  Lake,  Wrentham 
Ponkapoag  Pond,  Randolph 
Shirley  Lake,  Shirley 
Sudbury  River 
Whitehall  Res.,  Hopkinton 
Whitman  Pond,  Weymouth 

SOUTHEAST  DISTRICT 

Largemouth  Bass  and  Pickerel  Waters: 

Billington  Sea,  Plymouth 
Cook  Pond,  Fall  River 
Furnace  Pond,  Pembroke 


21 


Glen  Charlie  Pond,  Wareham 
Halfway  Pond,  Plymouth 
Long  Pond,  Lakeville 
Mashpee-Wakeby  Pond,  Mashpee 
Mill  Pond,  Wareham 
Monponsett  Lakes,  Hanson/Halifax 
Nippenicket  Lake,  Bridgewater 
Sabbatia  Lake,  Taunton 
Sampson's  Pond,  Carver 
S.  Watuppa  Res.,  Fall  River 
Snipatuit  Pond,  Rochester 
Tispiquin  Pond,  Middleboro 
Wequaquet  Pond,  Barnstable 
White  Island  Pond,  Plymouth 

Smallmouth  Bass  Waters: 


Glen  Chariie  Pond,  Wareham 
Great  Herring  Pond,  Plymouth 
Halfway  Pond,  Plymouth 
John's  Pond,  Mashpee 
Long  Pond,  Harwich 
Long  Pond,  Lakeville 
Mashpee-Wakeby  Pond,  Mashpee 
Sandy  Pond,  Westport 
South  Watuppa  Res.,  Fall  River 
White  Island  Pond,  Plymouth 
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PIKE  AND  MUSKIES 


Easily  the  largest  gamefish  to  be  found  in 
Massachusetts,  our  northern  pike  and  tiger  muskies 
are  among  the  most  sought  after  trophies  in  the  state. 
Northern  pike  commonly  exceed  15  pounds  in  weight, 
while  tiger  muskies  often  exceed  10  pounds!  Both  fish 
are  capable  of  reaching  weights  in  excess  of  30  pounds, 
though  only  the  northern  pike  (state  record  35  pounds) 
has  definitely  achieved  this  weight  in  Bay  State  waters. 

Both  pike  and  muskies  are  introduced  predators. 
While  the  northern  pike  reproduces  in  some  of  the 
state's  more  fertile  lakes  and  impoundments,  it  is  safe  to 
say  that  the  majority  of  the  ones  creeled  each  year 
originated  from  hatchery  stock.  The  tiger  muskie  -  a 
strikingly  marked  hybrid  cross  between  the  northern 
pike  and  the  muskellunge  -  is  sterile,  hence  all  tigers  are 
the  result  of  stocking.  The  Division  of  Fisheries  and 
Wildlife  currently  raises  and  stocks  five  to  ten  thousand 
pike  and  tigers  annually.  Managed  to  provide  a  trophy 
fishery,  legal  size  for  both  fish  is  28  inches  and  the  limit 
is  one  of  each  per  day. 

Pike  and  muskies  will 
strike  a  great  variety 
of  lures  and  baits  and 
are  sometimes  taken 
"accidentally"  by  very 
surprised  trout  and  bass  anglers!  Specialists  in  pike 
hunting,  however,  usually  recommend  thinking  big:  big 
lures,  big  bait,  big  net,  heavy  gear.  A  wire  leader  is 
almost  a  necessity,  as  pike  and  muskie  teeth  cut  ordinary 
line  with  ease.  Trolling  or  casting  over  weedbeds  with 
large  spinners,  spoons  or  minnow  imitations  is  very 
effective  during  the  spring  and  summer,  but  the  largest 
fish  are  usually  taken  by  ice  fishermen  during  the  winter 
months,  fishing  with  "jumbo"  shiners  or  suckers. 

Northern  Pike  Stocked  Waters 

Attitash  Lake,  Amesbury 
Bloody  Pond,  Plymouth 
Buel  Lake,  Monterey 
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Charles  River,  Natick 

Cheshire  Reservoir,  Cheshire 

Cochituate  Lake  (North  Basin),  Framingham 

Concord  River,  Concord 

Forge  Pond,  Granby 

Hamilton  Reservoir,  Holland 

Lashaway  Lake,  East  Brookfield 

Leverett  Pond,  Leverett 

North  Spectacle  Pond,  New  Salem 

Onota  Lake,  Pittsfield 

Rohunta  Lake,  New  Salem 

Sabbatia  Lake,  Taunton 

Shaw  Pond,  Becket 

Silver  Lake,  Wilmington 

Snipatuit  Pond,  Rochester 

South  Watuppa  Reservoir,  Fall  River 

Wequaquet  Lake,  Barnstable 

Winnecunnet  Pond,  Norton 

Tiger  Muskie  Stocked  Waters 

Chicopee  River,  Ludlow 

Cooks  Pond,  Fall  River 

Hamblin  Pond,  Barnstable 

Massapoag  Lake,  Sharon 

Monponsett  Pond,  Halifax 

Norton  Reservoir,  Norton 

Otis  Reservoir,  Otis 

Pontoosuc  Lake,  Pittsfield 

Quarmapowitt  Reservoir,  Wakefield 

Spy  Pond,  Arlington 

Taunton  River,  Taunton 

Thousand  Acre  Swamp,  New  Marlborough 

Pike  and  Muskie  Stocked  Waters 

A-1  Site,  Westborough 

Buffumville  Reservoir,  Charlton 

Chauncey  Lake,  Westborough 

Cochituate  Lake  (Middle  Basin),  Framingham 

Dark  Brook  Reservoir,  Auburn 

East  Brimfield  Reservoir,  Sturbridge 

Indian  Lake,  Worcester 

Manchaug  Lake,  Sutton 

Massapoag  Pond,  Lunenburg 

Nippenicket  Pond,  Bridgewater 

Oxbow  Pond,  Northampton 

Quaboag  Pond,  Brookfield 

Quinsigamond  Lake,  Worcester 

Red  Bridge  Pool,  Ludlow 

Webster  Lake,  Webster 

Whitehall  Reservoir,  Hopkinton 
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RIVER  SPECIALTIES 


The  two  largest  rivers  in  the  state,  the  Connecticut 
and  the  Merrimack,  as  well  as  several  of  our 
smaller  rivers,  support  runs  of  American  shad  every 
spring.  These  historic  fisheries  were  being  utilized  by 
Native  Americans  long  before  the  arrival  of  the  first 
colonists,  but  were  severely  damaged  by  pollution, 
overfishing  and  the  construction  of  dams  which 
prevented  the  fish  from  reaching  their  historic  spawning 
areas.  Today,  however,  restoration  programs  have 
brought  back  the  shad  runs  Cand  are  making  progress 
toward  the  restoration  of  the  Atlantic  salmon  runs;  and 
thousands  of  fishermen  are  once  again  flocking  to  the 
rivers  from  late  April  to  early  June  to  enjoy  the  sport  of 
shad  fishing. 

Shad  do  not  feed  when  they  are  in  freshwater  on 
their  spawning  migrations,  hence  they  are  not  interested 
in  baits.  Surprisingly,  however,  they  will  readily  strike 
at  small,  flashy  lures.  The  best  fishing  areas  are  below 
dams,  rapids  and  other  obstacles,  where  the  obstruaion 
concentrates  the  fish.  "Shad  darts"  -  small,  specialized 
jigs  -  are  the  lures  of  choice,  though  any  tiny,  shiny 
hardware  will  take  fish.  Shore  fishermen  should  cast 
diagonally  upstream,  then  use  a  slow  retrieve  to  work 
the  lure  back  through  the  current  and  close  to  the 
bottom.  Boat  fishermen  can  often  forego  casting 
altogether  and  simply  let  the  lure  drift  behind  them, 
allowing  the  current  to  provide  an  enticing  action. 
While  most  shad  are  taken  on  spinning  gear,  fly 
fishermen  using  weighted  lines  also  account  for  many 
fish  each  year.  A  net  is  a  necessity,  as  shad  average  3-5 
pounds  and  have  delicate,  easily  torn  mouths.  The 
current  world  record  -  1 1  pounds,  4  ounces  -  was  taken 
from  the  Connecticut  River  in  1986! 


Although  channel  catfish  are  present  in 
a  number  of  ponds,  the  Connecticut 
River  is  the  only  water  in  the  state 
which  harbors  a  large  population  of 
them.  These  cats  average  2-4  pounds, 
though  several  in  the  10  to  25  pound 
range  are  caught  every^  year.   While  they 
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will  hit  a  variety  of  streamers  and  spinning  lures,  most 
are  taken  by  fishing  various  baits  near  the  bottom.  Look 
for  "holes"  that  are  deeper  than  surrounding  water,  as 
well  as  undercut  banks  and  logjams.  Such  spots 
frequently  harbor  concentrations  of  fish.  The 
Connecticut  also  sustains  a  walleye  population,  but  even 
there  this  largest  member  of  the  perch  family  is 
somewhat  of  a  rare  catch.  The  Merrimack  River  and 
Charles  River,  along  with  a  few  ponds,  are  known  for 
their  white  catfish  populations.  These  jumbo  "bullheads" 
average  1-3  pounds,  but  sometimes  reach  weights  of  five 
pounds  or  more.  Like  the  Connecticut's  channel  cats, 
they  are  usually  taken  on  bait  and  are  often  fished  on 
warm  summer  nights. 


26 


u^ 


.//f> 


PANFISH 


A  Y^/ i^h  the  exception  of 
VV  small  coldwater  trout 
streams,  panfish  abound  in 
virtually  all  waters  of  the 
Commonwealth.  The  term 
is  loosely  applied,  but 
generally  includes  the 
sunfish  such  as  bluegill, 
pumpkinseed  ("kivver"), 
and  crappie  ("calico");  the 
perch  (both  white  and 
yellow);  and  the  bullheads 

(both        brown 

and        yellow, 

called       "horn 

pout").     While 

most   of  these 

fish  average  less  than  a  half  pound  in  weight,  the  carp  - 

a  gigantic  member  of  the  minnow  family  that  is  often 

lumped  with  the  panfish  -  averages  4-8  pounds  in 

weight  and  may  go  over  40  pounds! 


As  a  group,  panfish  provide  more  food  and  sport  to 
Bay  State  fishermen  than  any  others.  These  are  usually 
the  first  fish  a  beginning  angler  will  hook,  but  even  the 
most  experienced  anglers  pursue  them  for  the  fun  they 
provide.  They  reproduce  at  prodigious  rates,  hence  they 
are  rarely  overfished  like  some  of  the  more  popular 
species  of  gamefish.  In  fact,  most  panfish  species  are 
prone  to  overpopulate  their  waters,  tying  up  nutrients  to 
the  point  where  both  game  and  panfish  display  stunted 
growth.  Hence  it  is  usually  in  the  best  interest  of  future 
fishing  to  keep  every  panfish  you  catch,  regardless  of 
size.  Since  almost  all  of  them  are  judged  to  be  delicious 
fare  for  the  table,  this  should  be  no  hardship  for 
fishermen! 

A  worm  suspended  a  foot  or  more  beneath  a  small 
bobber  will  elicit  panfish  strikes  in  almost  any  water. 
Other  baits  such  as  small  shiners  and  crickets  are  also 
effective.   Bullheads,  utilizing  their  sense  of  smell  at  least 
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as  much  as  their  sight,  are  usually  fished  near  the  bottom 
with  a  worm  and  sinker  rig,  and  are  often  caught  in 
large  numbers  after  dark.  The  sunfish  offer  excellent 
sport  to  flyrodders,  striking  small  streamers,  nymphs  and 
poppers  ferociously  and  fighting  with  surprising 
strength.  Crappies  are  taken  on  small  shiners  and  jigs. 
Perch  also  take  small  shiners  and  jigs,  but  are  also 
suckers  for  slowly  fished  spinners,  particularly  if  the 
hook  is  sweetened  with  a  piece  of  worm.  Carp  will 
rarely  hit  lures,  but  they  will  readily  swallow  hook- 
hiding  doughballs,  corn  and  various  other  vegetables, 
and  by  virtue  of  their  sheer  size  and  tenacity  will  test  the 
skills  and  strength  of  any  angler  and  his  gear.  Carp  and 
suckers  are  the  only  fish  that  may  be  hunted  with  bow 
and  arrow  in  Massachusetts. 
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HANDLING  THE  CATCH 


\  A/  /  hether  you  plan  to  eat  the  fish 
V^  you  catch  or  release  them  for 
another  day,  there  are  certain  steps 
that  should  be  taken  to  insure 
successful  results.  If  you  are  fishing 
for  dinner,  there  are  only  two  things  to. 
remember:  keep  it  cold,  and  clean  it 
as  soon  as  possible.  When  fish  arrive 
on  the  dinner  table  with  a  "muddy"  or 
strong  taste,  the  problem  is  usually  due  to  the  handling 
of  the  catch,  rather  than  the  catch  itself.  To  avoid  the 
problem,  get  your  fish  on  ice  as  soon  as  possible.  A  fish 
which  has  been  dragged  about  on  a  stringer  all  day  in 
the  heat  of  summer,  or  worse,  sloshed  around  in  the 
bottom  of  a  boat  picking  up  spilled  gasoline  and  other 
pollutants,  does  not  make  a  desirable  meal.  To  keep 
your  catch  as  fresh  tasting  as  possible  -  whether  you  are 
cleaning  it  immediately  or  saving  that  chore  for  later  - 
get  it  into  an  ice-filled  cooler  immediately.  This  one 
factor  alone  will  greatly  improve  the  flavor  of  the  final 
product. 


Second,  if  possible,  clean  your  catch  as  soon  as  you 
land  it.  Blood  and  innards  begin  to  impart  undesirable 
flavors  to  the  meat  the  moment  a  fish  dies.  Keeping  the 
fish  on  ice  will  retard  this  process,  but  for  best  results, 
take  a  hint  from  the  commercial  processors  and  gut  your 
catch  immediately  if  you  plan  to  keep  it  for  the  table. 
After  that,  how  you  choose  to  prepare  your  catch  is 
purely  a  matter  of  personal  choice.  Trout  are 
traditionally  cooked  and  eaten  skin  and  all,  while 
bullheads  and  catfish  are  usually  skinned  before 
cooking.  Many  anglers  elect  to  fillet  their  bass  and 
perch,  finding  that  their  families  prefer  white,  boneless, 
skinless  fish.  Others  elect  to  remove  just  the  head,  fins 
and  scales,  and  pick  around  the  bones  after  the  fish  is 
cooked.  Any  good  cookbook  will  provide  dozens  of 
creative  recipes  for  fish,  and  often  illustrations  on  how  to 
clean  and  prepare  them. 
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Every  fish  you  catch  will  not  be  destined  for  the 
frying  pan.  Sometimes  it  is  because  the  fish  does  not 
meet  the  minimum  legal  size  requirement.  Other  times  it 
is  because  the  water  is  designated  "Catch  &  Release,"  or 
simply  because  the  angler  wants  to  give  himself  and 
others  the  chance  to  catch  the  fish  again,  hopefully 
when  it  has  grown  to  a  larger  size.  Whatever  the 
reasons,  if  you  have  hooked  a  fish  you  plan  to  release, 
you  can  greatly  increase  its  chances  of  surviving  to  fight 
again  by  following  a  few  simple  procedures: 

1.  Do  not  fight  the  fish  to  exhaustion.  Its  chances  of 
survival  will  be  increased  if  it  still  has  some  energy 
reserves  when  it  is  released. 

2.  If  possible,  do  not  remove  the  fish  from  the  water.  A 
pair  of  needle-nosed  pliers  can  often  be  used  to  extract 
the  hook  with  one  deft  movement  while  the  fish  is  still 
submerged. 

3.  If  a  fish  is  hooked  deeply,  do  not  try  to  extract  the 
hook,  or  you  will  probaby  cause  fatal  damage.  Just  cut 
the  line  as  close  to  the  hook  as  possible.  It  will 
disintegrate  rapidly  or  be  passed  harmlessly  through  the 
digestive  system.  Avoid  the  use  of  stainless  steel  or 
plated  hooks.    Some  anglers  even  use  barbless  hooks. 

4.  If  you  must  handle  a  fish,  treat  it  gently.  Use  a  net, 
do  not  let  the  fish  thrash  against  the  bottom  of  a  boat  or 
the  ground,  and  do  not  squeeze  the  animal.  Internal 
organs  are  delicate.  Wet  your  hands  before  you  handle 
a  fish  to  prevent  damage  to  the  skin.  A  fish  needs  to 
keep  its  slime  coat  intact  to  avoid  fatal  bacterial  and 
fungal  infections. 
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INFORMATION  SOURCES 


Western  Wildlife  District 

400  Hubbard  Avenue 
Pittsfield,  MA   01201 
Tom  Keefe 

Wildlife  District  Supervisor 
Phone:  (413)  447-9789 

Connecticut  Valley 
Wildlife  District 

East  Street 

Belchertown,  MA  01007 
Ralph  Taylor 

Wildlife  District  Supervisor 
Phone:  (413)  323-7632 

Central  Wildlife  District 

Temple  Street 

W.  Boylston,  MA  01583 

Chris  Thurlow 

Wildlife  District  Supervisor 

Phone:  (508)  835-3607 

Or 
Field  Headquarters 
Rte.  135 

Westboro,  MA  01581 
Phone:  (508)  792-7270 
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Northeast  Wildlife  District 

Harris  Street  Box  86 
Acton,  MA  01720 
Walter  L.  Hoyt,  Jr. 
Wildlife  District  Supervisor 
Phone:   (508)  263-4347 

Or 
Boston  Office 

Leverett  Saltonstall  Building 
100  Cambridge  Street 
Boston,  MA  02202 
Phone:  (617)  727-3151 

Southeast  Wildlife  District 

195  Bournedale  Road 
Buzzards  Bay,  MA  02532 
Louis  S.  Hambly,  Jr. 
Wildlife  District  Supervisor 
Phone:  (508)  759-3406 
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An  Agency  of  the  Department  of  Fisheries,  Wildlife  & 
Environmental  Law  Enforcement 


